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Welcome to the second issue for 2004.  It's a little bit later than planned to allow us to include
information from our Executive Committee- but you'll get to read more about that soon enough!

The thing which I'd like to concentrate on though is page 11 of the magazine.

It has two apparently different motions.  One talks about Human Rights, the other about
Women's Rights and Gender Equality, almost as if the two could in some way be separated.

I recognise that the emphasis in each is very different.  That one is looking at the needs of a
specific group which at current estimates is more than half the population in many countries.

So are we doing enough?
Sadly it is impossible to tell in some ways.  Whilst people are often preoccupied with

comparing average salaries and positions of authority they don't always check the motivating
factors.  There are some women who could take on more senior powerful positions which pay
better, but they choose not to.  They've found the balance of power and responsibility that they
are comfortable with and have little or no desire to increase their stress levels.

In some cases.
The motion also highlights the exploitation of females, from young girls upwards.  This is still

a sad reality of the world.  No one is above blame- if there was no demand from the more
developed countries then there would be no where to traffic the girls to.

Unfortunately this lack of awareness means that even where someone is found in these
situations they are just as likely to be treated as a perpetrator rather than a victim.  So the real
task begins with trying to change this image.

Does your Member Organisation have a policy on this?
If not, then this is a great chance to try and change that.  Take the resolution which was

passed by our Executive Committee and try and do something positive with it in your own
country.  Try to make people aware of the exploitation.  Getting into a developed country isn't
always the route to a good life.

If you do have an imbalance, be it for gender, ethnicity or any other factor ask yourselves- is
there a reason for it?  Are you doing anything to address it?

Yours liberally,

Allan Siao Ming Witherick, UK
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Dear young liberal frie
nds

In june IFLRY had the great experience of organising our first

statutory event in Asia. For the first time IFLRY expanded into

Asia not only through member organizations and seminars, but the

Executive Com-mittee meeting was a milestone in the expansion of

liberalism into Asia that IFLRY has been promoting for years.

Following our seminar on "Advocating Human Rights: Position of

Young People in Society" in Kuala Lum-pur, Malaysia, we went to

Singapore for the first IFLRY statutory meeting in Asia.

During the Executive Committee meeting we experienced the very

interesting form of democracy that the Singaporean government

practices. Amongst other things we experienced that only in the last

minutes were we allowed to get a special permission, with stamps in

our passports, in order to speak at a public meeting. 

The whole meeting gave all the participants a very up front

encounter with the difficulties facing our member organisation, the

Young Democrats of Singapore, in their fight for the liberal

democratic values in Singapore.

Some of the political outcome from the Executive Committee

meeting can be seen in this issue. We hope that you enjoy reading

about this outcome from the historic IFLRY event, as well as the

other articles in the magazine.

Yours Liberally
Emil, Jacob, Linda, Ramona, Daniëlle, Paola and Martin

President

Emil KIRJAS
Macedonia

E-mail: emil@iflry.org

Vice Presidents

Paola SILVA
Colombia

E-mail: paola@iflry.org

Martin SJÖGREN
Sweden

E-mail: martin@iflry.org
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The seminar in Kuala Lumpur and the EC in Singapore in June 2004 were the first large
IFLRY events ever held in Asia. Despite of some problems they were a great success.

Report back from the Seminar in
Malaysia and the EC in Singapore

One of the first new experiences for many
Europeans was to see that many Asians don't
drink alcohol. So it is quite possible to find pubs in

Kuala Lumpur which don't serve alcolhol at all. On the other side the European soccer
championship was even more popular in Malaysia than in Europe! Taxi drivers complained
about being very tired because of "the game last night". The soccer games also kept our
seminar group awake as because of the time lag they were broadcasted after midnight.

While IFLRY seminars usually tend to be dominated by Europeans there were many Asians
present this time. The group of about 30 participants included people from countries like Nepal,
Sri Lanka or Cambodia. The cultural diversity in the group itself as well as in the country of
Malaysia provided the opportunity to make contacts and experiences which were new even for
regular attendants of IFLRY seminars.
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After the seminar most of the group travelled to Singapore by coach in order to participate in
the EC. Our hosts, the Singapore Democratic Party (SDP), organised interesting evenings with
traditional Asian food and advised us on sightseeing and shopping. However they also
explained to us the political situation in Singapore which includes a suppression of opposition
activities and a very limited freedom of expression and assembly.

Asia also provided new insights politically.
The seminar was about "advocating human
rights" and when every country presented its
specific problems we realized that serious
human rights violations are still very common
in many Asian countries while Europeans
only reported about rather marginal
incidents. One reason for this, which was
intensively discussed by the participants,
was the focus of many Asian societies on the
collective and not on the individual well-
being and freedom - a view also shared by
many liberal politicians.
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Nevertheless IFLRY tried to organise a demonstration in front of the embassy of Burma
(Myanmar) in order to protest against the human rights violations in Burma but indirectly also
against Singapore helping Burma and not granting freedom of assembly to its own citizens.
However the authorities of Singapore got to know about these plans very early so that many
participants received calls from their embassies warning them that they would be arrested if
they attended the demonstration. The intense pressure by the government of Singapore finally
lead to the decision to call off the demonstration in order to assure the safety and freedom of
the participants. IFLRY and the SDP still organised a public forum about the situation in
Singapore in our hotel which was legal. The Asia Europe Foundation had withdrawn their
financial support for the IFLRY events, apparently because of an intervention by Singapore.
The whole issue was heavily discussed among the participants while the SDP was distressed
about IFLRY calling off the demonstration.

In spite of these problems most participants had much fun and will keep the event in good
remembrance. Of course Singapore and Kuala Lumpur provided a great opportunity for staying
some additional days for sightseeing in these impressive modern cities.



In June 2004 IFLRY held it’s Executive Committee in Singapore.
The main theme of the meeting was the promotion of democracy
throughout the world and this is reflected in the resolutions.
As a whole, IFLRY is financially healthy and continues to grow-
this was reflected by a number of new candidate members.
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Resolution in Support of the Democracy in Armenia

The International Federation of Liberal Youth recalls:
The presidential and parliamentary elections in Armenia were generally described as a step forward,
although they were not free and fair.
Kocharian’s regime won the elections that were marred by widespread voting irregularities, including
ballot box stuffing, intimidation and violence towards independent, opposition election monitors, as well
as towards international observers.
The political life continues to be marred by violence and by central control of the media and restrictions
on freedom of expression.
The peaceful demonstrations to contest the outcome of the presidential elections finished with more then
100 participants sentenced to prison after being convicted of “disrupting public order”.
The prosecutors prevented the arrested participants access to their lawyers; they have been sentenced in
closed trials without legal representation.
The opposition was annihilated by Kocharian`s regime, those who organized public meetings were
arrested and demonstrators were persecuted on political grounds.

Taking into consideration that:
Young liberals cannot keep silent about this repression of their own authorities or governments.
Armenia and also Kocharian`s regime ratified the European Convention on Human Rights and the
European Convention for Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.
Young Liberals support the right to free elections and that young liberals consider the right to vote to be a
fundamental democratic right and a core principle and value of liberal democracies.
Political regime should promote the dialogue between the government and the citizens.
We must support the right to free expression and free press.

IFLRY and its Member Organisations:
Condemn this situation and support a democratic way of changes in Armenia
Condemn the practices that violate the Human Rights and delay the democratisation and the
development process of Armenia.
Express high concern about the danger which occurred in the fragile democracy in Armenia.
Support the transition to real democracy through peaceful means.
Call on Armenia and Kocharian’s regime to respect their international commitments.
Stress the importance of respecting the Armenian people’s natural and exclusive right to restore the
constitutional order and to choose its representatives.
Call for promoting concrete actions in order to expand the knowledge about the situation.
Demands rapid reaction through diplomatic negotiations, by promoting the peaceful dialogue, tolerance
and a good understanding.
Underline the determination to promote this dialogue in Armenia through our contacts and our MO’s.

IFLRY Executive Committee
Singapore

The following organisations
were accepted as Candidate
Members of IFLRY:

JPLA, Andorra
YMRF, Bulgaria
IDL, Sri Lanka
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Resolution on Afghanistan
Involve young Afghanis in building the future of their country.

The International Federation of Liberal Youth has followed the unstable situation in Afghanistan with great
concern. Since August 2003, 650 people have been killed due to the Taliban war on the foreign as well as Afghani
governmental troupes and aid organizations working in the area. 

On the 14th of April seven more Afghans were killed near to the Pakistan boarder.

The adoption of a constitution for Afghanistan was an important step in the process of building a future for a
country that has been, and is, effected by severe instability in the political sphere. The challenge for the future
remains the implementation of the constitution and for the elections to be carried out, if not in September, as soon
as possible and in a democratic manner.

IFLRY expresses its support to all those struggling to build a more stable and democratic Afghanistan. The
violence that has been seen recently is severely endangering this aim, and is definitely to be condemned.

It is also the firm belief of IFLRY that there is a need of cooperation with the young people in Afghanistan in the
process of building a more stabile future for the country. IFLRY calls for more support to the cooperation with the
young people in Afghanistan. This can be done through exchange projects, study visits, a strengthening of the
youth associations, and the inclusion of young Afghanis in the international organisations/networks. Documents
and constitutions can be adopted, but without focusing on the citizens, and active youth participation, there can
not be the civil society and democracy that the Afghanis deserve.

Resolution on the referendum on revoking the
President of Venuzuela

Considering:
The seriusness of the political situation that is shaking Venezuela, which among others comes as result of
the economic policies implemented by the government of the President Hugo Chavez
The diffficult situation that the opposition to the Chavez regime is facing in many ways due to the restriction
of their rights. 
That in previous ocasssions this serious economic and political situation caused violent street confrontations
between the supporters of the government and the opposition causing civillian casualties.
Democracy has proven to be the best known political sistem for conflict resolution.

The IFLRY Executive Committee in Singapore:
Welcomes the agreement between the government and the opossition in Venezuela to resolve the current
serios political situation through peaceful means.
Applauds the decision adoopted by the National Electoral Council for organising a referendum to revoke the
President Chavez’s Government with the international support and verification of the Organization of
American States and the Carter Center of the united States.
Invites the citizens of Venezuela to participate positively o-n the referenfum for revoking the current
governmennt in order to allow organisation of new presidential elections.
Invites the member organisations of IFLRY to look into different possibilities that would help to advance the
consolidation of democracy in Venezuela.
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Resolution on the Democratic Situation in Hong Kong

The International Federation of Liberal Youth:
Regrets that universal suffrages of the Chief Executive election in 2007 and Legislative Council election in 2008

in Hong Kong were denied.
Condemns the Standing Committee of the National People Congress of China denied the aforesaid universal

suffrages by means of interpretation of the Basic Law, the mini-constitution of Hong Kong, in which the
IFLRY believes is a breach to the Basic Law.

Also condemns that the HKSAR government has not tried its best to reflect the true desire of Hong Kong
citizens’ will to choose their leader and representatives through universal suffrages to the Chinese
government.

Believes that the majority of the citizens of Hong Kong support democracy and are mature enough to choose
their leaders.

Calls upon the international community, especially the United Kingdom, one of the signatories of the Joint
Declaration, to continue monitoring the democracy and human rights situation in Hong Kong, and urge the
Chinese government to allow the citizens of Hong Kong to have universal suffrages on the legislature and
the Chief Executive as soon as possible.

Encourages the people of Hong Kong not to give up but to continue to strive for democracy.

Resolution on the Situation in Belarus

As young liberals we are concerned about the situation in Belarus, especially about:
The inhuman and anti-democratic situation. 
The prohibition of the rights to create organizations and parties in opposition to the government. 
The lack of freedom of expression and the brutal repression against independent journalists 
The absolute control of the government o-n the national media
The young  people that are forced to be members of governmental youth organization of BRUY.
The regress of the economic situation and the increased corruption (fixed prices,  rising unemployment,
crumbling infrastructure, inflation, state monopoly)  

The International Federation of liberal youth believes that:
Liberal youth should not keep silent about this repression regardless of their own background or
governments. 
Liberal youth should respond by condemning this situation and support those who are working in a peaceful
and democratic ways for change. 
Liberal youth must support the movement of independent media that fights against the violation of intellectual
rights that the regime imposes. 

IFLRY calls for:
Promotion of concrete actions in order to expand the knowledge about the situation in Belarus in every
country where we have influence. 
Members to visit Belarus and spread information about human and economical rights. 
support to the transition towards democracy through peaceful means. 
solidarity with the suffering of the Belarus people that is suppressed by dictatorship.

We can’t ignore situation in Belarus because it is an international disgrace.

The resolution below reinforces the work and activities
that many of IFLRY’s member organisations to help
promote democracy in Belarus and raise awareness of
the problems.
IFLRY also had a special edition of LIBEL in 2003.
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Resolution on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality in a
Globalized World

There is no question that the negative effects of globalization strike women particularly harder than men. This is
evident is sweatshop workers in export zones in China to victims of trafficking in Belarus. Women are over
represented in the economic demographic of people living under $1.00 a day.  Women are more likely to be
victims of violence (most often in their own homes). Even in industrialized countries, women are poorer, often
subject to violence and earn consistently lower wages. The worldwide sex industry involves millions of women,
many being forced into sexual slavery. 

IFLRY is firmly committed to the realization of true equality between the genders, being a fundamental
democratic principle. In order to achieve this realization we resolve to work for a change in mentality in politicians
and civilians alike. We are committed to work for appropriate and effective legislation to be formed and
implemented. 

We further resolve to work for an equalization of opportunity through improved education for girls. We do this in
the spirit of promoting economic independence for women, ensuring equal pay for equal jobs. This is a basic
requirement for gender equalization.

We are committed to work for equal representation in the decision making process. An increased interest in
women’s rights is also an aspect of liberalization and globalization. We resolve to stimulate these interests.

Resolution on the Universality of Human Rights and their
protection

As young liberals we underline our beliefs that:
The Human Rights are universal and they belong to all human beings.
Culture and tradition are important elements in the societites but they in no case question the universality of
the human rights.
Democracy is the only political system where human rights can be fully protected.
Liberty and freedom of the individual are core principles of the human rights.
Legislation can only be a framework to judge the protection of human rights – it is the implementation of the
legislation that has much higher relevance.
Human Rights education can help the citizens in undertaking actions for protection of their rights.
Trade embargos have not proven as helpful mechanism in protecting the human rights of the citizens from
authoritarian and dictatorial regimes.

We are concerned that:
There are certain tendencies in number of countries to violate human rights in the name of the “war against
terrorism”, like the United States did with the “Patriot Act”.
are countries with constant reports of violation of Human Rights. Such drastic examples is Burma where
there is also oppression of the democratic leaders.

We call for:
Intensified human rights’ education on both formal and non-formal level for raising awareness among the
citizens for their rights and the existing mechanisms for their protections.
Establishment of mechanisms for protection of human rights on regional level following the successful
example of the European Court of Human Rights.
Restriction mechanisms for the leaderships of the countries that violate the human rights to their own
citizens.
Strict implementation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Countries should be held liable and
political sanctions should be forseen for the countries that have negative human rights records.
Integration of the reports of the international human rights organisations and institutions in the production of
the national Human Rights records within the United Nations.
Democratisation of all the countries which restrict the civil rights and liberties of its citizens.
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Democracy,

Representation,

Europe

All words which we hope are linked
together in the public mind. Sadly this is

often not the case. Even to the people living
in Europe, Europe as a place, and as an
institution is seen as distant, its powers
stolen from their "rightful owners".

Where in the UK national elections attract a
higher level of turn out, the last European
elections were dismal. Held a short time after
the local elections their importance seemed
lost to voters. Yet they are elections which in
reality can affect the world.

The Iraq war, the rise of the far right,
potential referendums on the Euro and
proposed constitution have all helped to
bring the issues to the forefront in peoples
minds. People are finally looking out across
the water and realising that it effects them.
Cheap flights and more holidaymakers using
the Euro are all bringing it home in a way
that politics never could. It seems that the

issues which might act to divide us, are also
the ones which bring it to the publics
attention.

Despite silence, in it's penultimate hour the
Constitution suddenly gained interest as it
was spurned by governments. Those who
fear a loss of "Britain" in an amalgamation of
states protesting loud and hard. Recently it
was announced that Britain WILL have a
referendum on the constitution, battle lines
are already being drawn.

Yet what has this meant on the ground? For
the campaigner in local government, for the
people who will work to get those sometimes
distant seeming MEPs elected.

For me it has provoked many new
angles.
In the UK one of the primary tools for

electioneering are local newsletters. These
are used to flaunt local campaigns, as well
as a handful of national topical issues.
Normally.

The European aspect, which will mean this
years local elections are delayed to the
European Election day June 10th, is

changing the entire field.

Andrew Duff is my local MEP.
Fears of lower turn outs, loss of
voters to smaller fringe parties
and anti-Europe sentiment are
all helping to set an agenda
which has brought Europe
closer to home.

Our articles are featuring our
local candidate and number two on the list, a
local Councillor. Where once we tried to push
our parliamentary candidates, the names we
check are mentioned each time now include
our European stars.

Liberalism- overhere in Europe
AND overseas

It seems that the issues
which might act to divide us,
are also the ones which bring
it to the publics attention.

“ “



But it's also the type of article which has
changed.
A country which sees itself as often closer

to the USA, needs to have some of the Euro-
myths forcefully dispelled. The media seem
loath to do it, so who else will?

So if you live in Europe, next time you see a
local politician campaigning ask them- do
they care about Europe? It might not always
win votes- but then that's not what Europe is
about. Make sure that they tell people what
the media chooses not to.

When you read this- did you think European
Union countries only? This is one of the
dangers of Europe.

But it isn't just Europe.
IFLRY reaches out across the world.

Liberalism reaches out across the world.

But it can only do this through democracy.

Part of the fundamental principles to being a
liberal is being able to have freedom of
choice, to vote, elect and of course "un-elect"
the people who represent us.

To do this though we can't just concentrate
internally, be it on our own country, or our
own continent.

We all know far too well that the world is
small and growing smaller rapidly.  The
television, radio and internet brought the
recent conflict in Iraq straight into our
houses.  The actions of the USA lead to
many of our countries sending troops over to
Iraq.  To risk their lives in the campaign
against terror.  It's really rather sad for us as
liberals.  The politics of fear have hijacked
the stage.

The real campaign isn't against terror.  We
are causing enough terror to people
ourselves due to our methods.  There is
nobody keeping track of how many civilians
have already died in Iraq during the conflict.
Instead the campaign should be for what we
believe in.  This conflict should be towards
peace and security, not for citizens of the
USA, but for Iraq.  It should be acting as a
liberation force rather than a conquering
army.

But there can never be any easy solutions.

This is why the new European Parliament
should carry on working on the international
field.  Working and maybe even developing
its own peace keeping forces, but these
should be used with United Nations sanction.
We should not be the ones breaking the
rules that we helped to create.  Equally more
work needs to be done to help other regions
build themselves.  A truly democratic and
forward facing Europe can't afford to be
insular.

Free trade should
mean just that.
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Apartheid in South Africa may have
ended in 1994, but the country is still

struggling with the process of transformation
to democracy. The legacy of apartheid still
lingers in the new South African democracy.
Political parties and society in general have
voiced their frustration at the slow pace of
change.

The African National Congress's (ANC)
inevitable electoral successes almost can,
even nine years after the first free election,
be seen as a political reaction to apartheid.

I. South Africa - a real democracy?
In reality, South Africa is today in some

danger of becoming a one-party system.
Although some of the South African
provinces are ruled by other political parties,
the ANC holds a dangerous majority in
almost all spheres of government which
allows it to rule the country with less political
control than is good for a real democracy. 

In the townships, rural villages and among
the underprivileged, mostly black voters the
ANC enjoys especially strong support, which
in turn is the result of the close ties it
traditionally had with local communities and
amounts to a virtually unassailable political
position. Hence, for the staunch supporters
of the ANC, casting their vote for the party is
not so much a rational decision as it is an
emotional one. And the ANC knows exactly
how to use this to its advantage.

Almost ten years after the first free
elections, for many of its voters the ANC still
is more than a political party, it represents for
them a political and social identity. It still
symbolizes the struggle for liberation and
political change in South Africa and is part of
people's daily life. Almost all decisions made
in the communities involve the ANC to a
certain extent. The ANC uses the power it
wields in the local communities effectively. It
also sometimes uses race identity to its
advantage in order to consolidate the power
it has.

The power of the ANC runs so deeply that
supporters of other political parties or non-
ANC voters are sometimes even ostracized
by their own communities. The socio-cultural
structure of communities that are ANC
support bases are characterized by a strong
sense of community, tight family ties and
strong religious beliefs and a mostly left-wing
political attitude. Alternative political ideas do
not easily find a platform. The almost
religious presence the ANC has means that
in many areas any criticism against the ANC
is expressed covertly or very carefully.

II. The opposition
The Democratic Alliance (DA), the liberal

party of South Africa, is the only real
opposition to the ANC. The predominately
white party is trying to attract more black
voters, and to open up the party more. To
achieve this, the DA would have to be much
more present in the townships than it is at
present. The DA struggles against the
emotional attachment people have with the
ANC culture. The dependency of people on
the ANC for services and resources should
not be underestimated. Political alternatives,
especially for youth interested in politics, are
difficult to find. Political youth organizations
are almost non-existent. 

The fact that the DA is hardly present in the
townships except when it comes to elections
is a serious weakness. Building permanent
structures would facilitate the establishment
of mutual trust in traditionally ANC held
areas, and this would translate into votes for
the party. 

There are also other problems that afflict
the DA some of which are homemade. The
DA is seen by many black South Africans as
a party of the white, and Indian minorities,
and there for cannot be a political home of
blacks. For the DA, this is a fatal perception.

Since national elections are won in the
mostly black, highly populated township
areas, the DA has come to grips with the fact
that if the voters do not come to the party,
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Political party strategies and race
identity in South Africa



the party has to come to the voters and show
them what they can offer the people and
what their political message is.

Add to this there is another psychological
aspect: the leadership of the party includes
almost no black politicians. For the DA this is
a serious problem. South Africans still
identify themselves very strongly along racial
lines. Many black South Africans would find it
difficult to support a party whose leadership,
on the face of it, is made up of mostly of
whites.

The perception that the DA is a party for the
minorities is also a problem for the DA Youth,
which is currently in the process of
developing and organizing itself. Most of the
black youth are highly motivated members of
the youth movement, but they do not feel
supported or encouraged by the mother
party. They are becoming more and more
impatient when it comes to structural
changes in the DA and their representation
on party boards and committees. 

Though party leader, Tony Leon is high
respected, if not exactly universal loved by
the population and other political parties, for
his work as opposition, the DA is still seen by
some political analysts as an elite political
group that does not have an interest in the
plight of the average person in the street.

The perception of the DA as a party for the
minorities was further promoted by the fact
that the DA made a strategic alliance with
the New National Party (NNP). The strategic
intention of the alliance was to create a
broad political opposition to the ruling ANC.
The alliance was fraught with friction and
was eventually dissolved. As a result of this
short-term alliance at the Western Cape the
DA focuses now more clearly on its liberal
ideology and has a stronger identity. This
strategy brought about a vigorous struggle
within the party itself, with party members
openly articulating their criticism of the
ideological confusion created by the alliance.
Still, the attempt of an alliance with the NNP
promoted once more the DA's public image
as that of a party for the white and coloured
minorities in general, and the whites in
particular.

One can see how deep race identity is
entrenched not only in general in South
African Society, but also within political
parties itself. It is disturbing to note that racial
differences within all political parties are still
a matter of debate within parties, and
arguments and irritations continue even nine
years after the end of apartheid.

III. The democratic future
Depending on whom one talks to the future

prospects for South Africa range from
disillusionment and civil unrest to an
economically successful nation. The truth is
to be found between the extremes.

The fact is that forty percent of the South
African population is living in poverty and
unacceptable social conditions and is fighting
daily to survive.

If the government is unable to deliver the
promised improvements in the near future
made to the electorate, one can assume that
the political mood will change. 

The current political climate is clouded by
mass unemployment, a high crime rate and
an extraordinarily high HIV infection rate. The
latter is aggravated by the fact that South
Africa's president, Thabo Mbeki, has, in
essence, denied that AIDS exists.

Ironically, all these challenges to South
African society may have an unintended,
good consequence. It forces people to look
for alternative political answers, thereby
enlarging the available political spectrum.
This, in turn, could strengthen South Africa's
multi-party democracy. 

Whichever way one looks at it, South
Africa's future depends on a successful
multi-party democracy in which race identity
plays a decreasing role. The economic and
social challenges facing South Africa, difficult
as they may be, may help voters to face
reality and not become blinded and
manipulated by the dangerous game of
group and race identity.
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According to the United Nations
Development Program (UNDP), most

people earn a living in the private sector, yet
often times this is the informal sector, "where
there is little chance to grow a business, and
there is little hope of earning a better living."
UNDP believes that efforts to boost
entrepreneurship in developing countries,
allow people to take control over their
livelihoods and escape poverty. 

UNDP is facilitating entrepreneurship in
Ethiopia. Through the program Global
Compact Ethiopia, businesses are
encouraged to support and protect human
rights, labor rights and the environment to
improve health, nutrition, and employment
opportunities in the surrounding
communities. Global Compact Ethiopia
recognizes that private sector investment
generally does not reach the least developed
economies and thus it helps to bring private
companies in a manner that serves the poor. 

Ethiopia has been ravaged by war, famine,
droughts, and dictatorships but now it is

trying to promote a better image to the world
through tourism. Global Compact Ethiopia
has been very significant in the area of
sustainable tourism. Global Compact
Ethiopia has facilitated the formation of the
Eco-Tourism Association of Ethiopia, bringing
together businessmen from different sectors
to ensure that the industry grows with social
responsibility and sustainability in mind. 

Managers of the Bilen Lodge, the Abule
Bassuma Langano Tourist Lodge, the Eco-
Lodge Bishangari and other such eco-
tourism resorts regard the Global Compact
as a platform for the exchange of ideas and
concepts on how to better do business while
benefiting the local community at the same
time. They already employ a number of
people to provide tourists with services and
they see greater potential for employment in
areas such as the sale of locally grown
vegetables, crafts, cultural performances,
and honey production that can increase the
income of the community. In addition, it is
essential to respect the needs of the local
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The following article have been summarised from the UNDP Website “Choices the Human Development
Magazine” This is part of IFLRY’s on going commitment to support the work and role of the United Nations
throughout the world.  You can find out more from their website:  http://www.undp.org/dpa/choices/

Corporate responsibility: a selling
point for Ethiopian eco-tourism

CHOICES The Human Development Programme
June 2004

"Go to any shanty town or village in any developing country and you will find small
entrepreneurs working hard to provide for their families' subsistence. As useful as
this version of the private sector is in providing some employment and income to
large masses of people, it is not enough to defeat their poverty."

-- Ernesto Zedillo, former President of Mexico
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community. For example, farmers near the
Bilen Lodge were suffering from livestock
loss as lions, a great attraction for Bilen
Lodge tourists, were eating the animals. To
avoid farmers from killing any more lions, the
managers of Bilen Lodge began a program
to compensate farmers for the loss of
livestock due to lion attacks. In this way, the
loss of the farmer is address at the same
time that the environment is respected and
business is protected. 

Global Compact makes the effort to bring

together businessmen, entrepreneurs, the
people of the communities and the local
authorities- the council of elders, to ensure
that there is social responsibility and a move
for business growth with the needs of the
community in mind. Antonio Broek, acting
UNDP Resident Representative in Ethiopia
believes that, "Global Compact Ethiopia can
mobilize entrepreneurs looking to establish
businesses in a manner that will make
money, help the poor and respect the
environment."

Developing the Entrepreneurial Spirit

Where Small Businesses Can’t Grow, Countries Can’t Develop

Mexican Companies Fine-Tune Supply Chain for Survival

Jordanian Entrepreneurs Navigate Around Obstacles to Success

New Technologies and New Business Outlook for Sri Lankan Farmers

Reducing Obstacles for Business in Ecuador

Corporate Responsibility a Selling Point for Ethiopian Ecotourism

Ukranian City Uses Market Solutions to Reduce Energy, Cut Waste

Reconstruction in Angola Means Business

Business Incubator Seeks to Reduce Retail Failure Rate in Fiji

Small St. Lucia Jam Company Advances with Advice from Corporate Volunteers

You can find the full text on the UNDP website at:
http://www.undp.org/dpa/choices/2004/june

The information in this section is originally Copyright © United Nations Development Programme, 2004. All
rights reserved. The summary was provided by Michelle Argueta, USA.

Other topics covered in June 2004
As well as this particular article the other areas covered in this quarters magazine were:

Ethiopia
Population: 57.3 million
Area: 1,127,127 sq km
Human Development Ranking: 169 of 173
GDP per capita: $810
No. of Procedures required to start a business: 8
No. of days to register a business: 44
No. of days to enforce a contract: 895
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IFLRY LIBEL Subscription
To stay informed about international politics, liberal organisations, IFLRY activities and many
other issues, you can get your own personal LIBEL subscription.  There are currently four
copies a year.

Additional copies of back issues can also be requested from the IFLRY Office.

1 year subscription = 16 Euros
2 years subscription = 30 Euros
3 years subscription = 40 Euros

Just use the form below and send
your payment to the office using the
address above.

I hereby subscribe to:
1 year subscription = 16 Euros
2 years subscription = 30 Euros
3 years subscription = 40 Euros

Form of payment:
Cheque
Visa
Mastercard

Signature and date:

Name:

Address:

City:

Region:

Post Code:

Country:

e-mail:

_______________________________ Credit Card No:

Start Date: ___/___/___ End Date: ___/___/___ Issue Number: ___
(Where provided)

Please note that the magazine is posted from Brussels. Make sure that your address is written clearly so
that we can mail it properly.  Any information you provide will only be used by IFLRY internally.

Contributing to LIBEL
LIBEL is YOUR magazine. The articles are written
by volunteers from the Member Organisations on
the subjects that they choose. If you would like to
write an article please contact the Board of Editors.
This year the Board of Editors are interested
particularly in articles which cover the topics:

Human Rights 
- Violations of Human Rights
- Human Rights Education/Activities
- Promotion of Human Rights
- Human, Social and Economic Rights in

Globalised World
- Exposes on Specific Human Rights Issues

Farming - world trade - globalisation
- Democracy 
- Political articles about different countries and

topics
- Development of liberal ideas around the world;

Peace and Conflict Resolution
- Peace and Conflict Resolution

Education/Strategies
- IFLRY's Peace and Conflict Resolution

Conference, Spring 2004
- Conflict on the Local/Regional/International

Level

The effects of terrorism on our freedoms.
- Liberal perspective on terrorism 
- Training the Politicians of Tomorrow
- New technologies and democratic participation

All articles submitted will be considered, but we cannot guarantee inclusion in the magazine. If
you have an idea and would like to discuss it more, or have comments on any part of LIBEL
please e-mail boe@iflry.org or contact us through the main IFLRY office.



25 April
- 

02 May

"Human, Social and
Economical Rights in a
Globalised World"

Vilnius (Lithuania)

13 - 16
May

"Uniting Youth"
Kiev (Ukraine)

13 - 17
June

"Advocating Human
Rights: Position of Young
People in Society"

Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia)

18 - 20
June

Executive Committee
Singapore

18 - 28
July

Summer school
"Conflict Management in
Areas with Ethno-National
Tensions"

Costinesti (Romania)

9 - 11
August

Summer camp
"Small nations in
globalised world"

Barcelona (Spain)

16 - 19
September

"Mediterranean Youth
Action"

Larnaca (Cyprus)

IFLRY Calendar
This calendar shows the events which happened in the last few months- and those planned for
the next few.

If you are interested in attending any of the events please get in contact either with the
Member Organisation listed, or with IFLRY.  More details will be sent out through our e-
newsletter.
Please check the website for the most up to date information:  http://www.iflry.org

Past Future

About IFLRY
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IFLRY stands for “International Federation of
Liberal Youth”, it is the international umbrella
organisation for liberal and radical youth
organisations all over the world. It provides a
platform for co-operation and a voice to
bodies such as Liberal International and the
United Nations.

Our members come from all over the world
with parties as diverse as those in
government to others where they are
currently collectives working to further
democracy under oppressive regimes.

Our Member Organisations include Members
of National Parliaments, Councillors, but also
normal people who have a belief in human
rights, ecological sustainability and other
related issues.

IFLRY's policies and manifestoes are
democratically decided by our Member
Organisations. They are based on the belief
in the universality and indivisibility of human
rights. As liberals and radicals we strive for a
free and tolerant society without any form of
discrimination, with equal opportunities,
respect for the individual and for minorities.
We believe that these goals can only be
reached through a democratic system of
governance.

As liberals and radicals we are in favour of a
market economy operating within the limits of
a fair distribution of wealth and ecological
sustainability. To reach the goal of equal
opportunities distribution of wealth has to
take place within the states as well as
between them.

You can find out more, including copies of current policies, manifestoes and press statements
online at our website, or contact the office for more details.
Remember- IFLRY only exists because of volunteers and political active people like YOU!



Photographs
from IFLRY in
Kiev, Ukraine
for:

“Uniting
Youth”

Photographs form IFLRY in Vilnius,
Lithuania for:

“Human, Social and Economical
Rights in a Globalised World”


