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A view from the chair...

One year on, and many things have changed.

This time last year we held our General Assembly in the Netherlands and elected a new
Bureau, and passed several motions- some of which | had the privilege to write. One
year is a long time in politics.

I myself have travelled to Belarus, Ukraine and Moldova. Two of those have now had

elections- although one of those, the Ukraine, is already disputed. The front cover picture
says more than a thousand words about where we stand on this election.
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The third, Moldova, will be held in 2005 and we will watch with great interest as another
country has the opportunity to move closer to democracy or dictatorship. | have visited
Moldova this year and for me it was startling to see the differences in attitude of the
people. To hear about "Hyde Park" radio in Moldova, based around the idea of freedom
of speech, and the speakers corner at Hyde Park in the UK. Some ideals are universal-
but the ability of individuals to enjoy them is sadly far less.

Last year when we had the motions, one of those passed was to show solidarity with
Singapore. To demonstrate that we supported the individuals and groups in the country
who stood up for freedom of speech and to prevent unfair monitoring of personal e-mails.
One of the things we said that people should do is make sure that they took the
resolutions home and tried to make their own MOs interested in the issues.

| am pleased to say that my MO passed a motion supporting the IFLRY motion almost
unanimously.

So my final thought for the editorial, and | guess almost the year, is this:

IFLRY is only as strong as the MOs and the involvement that
they choose to have in it. It can pass resolutions, but they are
meaningless unless we take actions.

What will you do in 2005?

Allan Siao Ming
Yours liberally, Witherick

Allan Siao Ming Witherick, UK

LIBEL
Chief Editor
IFLRY

Visit our website at http://www.iflry.org
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beral friends

In front of you, you have the new issue of Libel. 1t covers the
IFLRY Executive Committee Meeting and General Assembly that
took place in Poznan (Poland), from 25th till 2g8th November. The
agenda included election of a two new Vice Presidents, formation of
five working committees adoption of eleven resolutions and
admission of new member organisations more details of which can
be found inside this special edition issue.

Prior to the General Assembly, IFLRY organized a 5-days seminar
on "Gender Equality and Empowerment of Women". A goal set by
the organising team for the seminar was to be able to provide the
participants field contacts 10 organizations working with the issues
of gender equality, women"s rights and/or the empowerment of
women. The developments and results of the seminar surpassed the
expectations and for that reason IFLRY wish to extend its
gratitude t0 all those that in their way contributed 1O the seminar
and made an idea a reality, especially the participants for their
input, their motivation and their interest in the seminar.
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In connection to the Genera] Assembly, IFLRY participated in a street
demonstration in support of “orange revolution® that was at its climax
B - Just few hundreds kilometres away. Emil
Kirjas, President of IFLRY, has
addressed the demonstration and

€nergy generated by crowds of
Ukrainians in their struggle for
democracy in freezing temperatures on
main squares of major cities in Ukraine

, have expressed their belief that we have a responsibility to
help Ukraine to finally shift to its desirable and deserved position in the
family of independent and democratic states of Europe.

A huge gathering of people came to the demonstration and this help set
the motivation for the rest of our stay in Poznan, Altogether it was a
great manifestation of the power within IFLRY and we came out of the
General Assembly as a stronger federation.

Buenos Aires, Argentina in the second week of June 2005 and that

General Assembly 2005 will take place in the third week of November in
Macedonia Thus demonstrating the breadth of our liberal family across
the world.

On behalf of the IFLRY Bureau and many other delegates who had a
pleasure of VISIting Poznan on that occasion we wish to express our very
warm appreciation to Young Center (Poland) for being a fantastic host

Yours Liberally

Emil, Jacob, Linda, Ramona, Paola, Martin, Karol and Brigitte

Visit our website at http://www.iflry.org
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Resolutions

The congress voted on a number of both normal and urgent resolutions. These covered a wide
variety of subjects and were submitted by a wide selection of Member Organisations

Resolution on letting democracy win in Ukraine

Considering:

® The statement made by the OSCE on 22nd of November 2004: "The second round of the presidential
election in Ukraine on 21 November did not meet a considerable number of OSCE commitments, Council of
Europe and other European standards for democratic elections".

® That is also considered that there were problems with the legitimacy of the first round of the presidential
election.
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® The numerous facts of election fraud expressed by the Ukrainian opposition and the non-governmental
organisations.

® The announced election result connected to the evidences of fraud indicate that the State Election
Commission declared the wrong person to have received majority of the popular support.

® That the membership of the Council of Europe requires basic democratic standards to be observed by the
member states.

® That the European Union recently adopted its New Neighborhood Policy which stipulates that the EU will
strengthen its ties with Ukraine.

® The by Russian Federation's President Vladimir Putin prematurely addressed congratulations to Mr. Viktor
Yanukovich for the victory over the past elections without having the official results being announced.

® That the rising tensions in Ukraine following the fradulent elections might cause severe crisis in the country
and the region, with potential to split one of the largest European nations.

® The election fraud in Ukraine is not to be treated as an isolated event, as it follows even more drastic fraud
in the neighbouring Belarus, the problematic elections in Russia, the election fraud in Georgia and the
undemocratic tendencies in the region of post-Soviet Central Asia.

The IFLRY General Assembly united in Poznan, Poland:

® Demands acceptance by the state institutions of the evidences of election fraud and recognition of the
democratically expressed vote of the Ukrainian citizens

® Call for a democratic solution to the emerging crisis through respect of the freedom of expression,
democratic vote, transparent institutions and without use of violence.

® Criticizes the slow and superficial response of the Dutch EU presidency about the Ukrainian elections,
rejecting the claimed victory of Mr. Yanukovich.

e If the situation is not being resolved in democratic way respecting the actual vote of the Ukrainian citizens
demands:

0 Suspension of Ukraine from the Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly and the other bodies of
this pan-European institutions

o Review of the draft paper of actions chapter about Ukraine in the EU's New Neighborhood Policy, the
various bilateral agreements with Ukraine and the strategic partnership with the Russian Federation

0 Suspension of Ukraine's participation in the joint activities of NATO.

® Expresses support to the numerous young people and their youth organisations who are fighting against
authoritarian and totaliatarian regime in Ukraine, and work for the prospects of developed European Ukraine.
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Resolution on the Venezuelan Referendum E

IFLRY (The International Federation of Liberal Youth) considering that:

® As a result of a political confrontation in Venezuela between the Government and the Opposition, there has
been a Referendum to decide whether the President Hugo Chavez continues in power.

® The Carter Centre for Democracy and the Organization of American States (OAS) are verifying and
supporting the Referendum.

® According to those international institutions and The CNE (National Electoral Committee) Hugo Chéavez will
remain in power until 2007 as the negative votes have been the majority. 4.991.483 (58, 25%) people voted
negatively and 3.576.517 (41, 75%) voted positively.

® Also, according to the former US president Jimmy Carter and the former OAS Secretary General Cesar
Gaviria there has been no proof of fraud so far.

® The opposition has objected the result as they think there have been irregularities in the way the people
voted as well as counting the votes by CNE.

® It seems that the political crisis will go on as there have been samples of intolerance between the
Government's supporters and the people in the Opposition after the result of the Referendum. One person
died and 4 are wounded after an incident of this kind.
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IFLRY General Assembly:

® \Without taking into account the result of the referendum, applauds Venezuelan people because of their great
concern about voting and their resistance to abstention. There had not existed such participation in recent
years.

@ Underline the determination of the Government and the Opposition to try solving the political crisis via
democratic means such as the Referendum.

® However, invites the both parties and its supporters to continue solving their differences by dialogue and not
by intolerance and violence.

® Will condemn if there is any fraud informed by Carter Centre and OEA about the referendum.
@ Calls on the Venezuelan authorities and the opposition, together with the international institutions to seriously
examine the claims of fraud and irregularities through dialogue.

® As liberals and promoters of freedom around the world, demands from President Hugo Chavez to stop
violations of human rights and liberal principles such as freedom of speech, freedom of enterprise and
freedom of market. Those policies about economic regulations are affecting people's income and liberties
very deeply inside country.

Resolution for supporting democracy in Cuba

Observing:

® The brutal repression and the violation of Human Rights to all Cubans including the Liberal Parties, PLDC
(Liberal Democratic Party of Cuba), MLC (Liberal Cuban Movement) and PSD (Democratic Solidarity Party).

® The lack of youth liberal movements within these Liberal Parties, due to the regularly statestructured
opression toward any kind of alternative activity

Considering:
® That the majority of Cubans desire to establish freedom and democracy in their land through a non-violent
democratic change.

® That it is intolerable that people continue to be imprisoned for their ideals and peaceful political activity in
Cuba.

Resolves in order to help create the conditions so that the Cuban people can establish democracy
through a non-violent transition:
® The creation of a group within each young liberal movement that is willing and has the possibility to support
democracy in Cuba with the purpose to efficiently work for it and for IFLRY to facilitate the establishment of
these groups

® These groups to establish contact with the liberal parties in Cuba in order to support them on their task to
motivate young people in Cuba to work toward democracy.

® These groups to support for current EU policy on Cuba and to insist that the international community does
not and will not tolerate any human rights violations in Cuba.

Visit our website at http://www.iflry.org 7
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Resolution on the Crisis in Cote d'lvoire

The International Federation of Liberal Youth, meeting in Poznan, Poland, in November 2004:

Expresses its concern over the recent upsurge of violence in Céte d'lvoire caused by the Gbagbo regime when
its air force unilaterally broke the existing ceasefire attacking the rebel-held north on 4 November 2004.

Is deeply upset by the politically-motivated attacks on the headquarters of the main opposition parties - including
RJR's mother party RDR - carried out by the pro-government militia and sanctioned by the FPI and the armed
forces.

Strongly condemns the Gbagbo regime's concerted operation to silence all dissident voices in Cote d'lvoire
through:
® banning the distribution of newspapers that the regime perceives to be friendly to the opposition
® using the pro-government militia to ransack, torch or wreck the offices of the newspapers "Le Patriote", "24
heures" and "Le Nouveau Reveil"

® sabotaging of the FM transmitters that relay the programming of the independent international radio stations
BBC World Service, Radio France Internationale and Africa No1

Notes with concern that the remaining state controlled media has strayed from journalism to becoming
propaganda tools used to carry disinformation and to organise and incite the violent pro-government militia.

Welcomes the French military intervention on 6 November that put an end to the war and stopped the immediate
risk of a genocide.

Recognises that the French forces are deployed under UN mandate and that their intervention received full
backing from the Security Council and from the African Union.

Deplores the subsequent attacks on French and other non-African civilians perpetrated by pro-government
militia.

Warns against the prospect of the same militias intensifying their attacks toward the northerners, Muslims and
West African immigrants, once the French civilians have been evacuated.

Urges the UN and French forces to protect vulnerable civilians in Cote d'lvoire with the same firmness as was
used with the French civilians.

Calls upon the UN to monitor state media and be ready to silence broadcasts that incite violence or hostility
against individuals or well-defined groups of people.

Endorses the resolution passed unanimously by the UN Security Council on 15 November imposing an arms
embargo on Cbte d'lvoire as well as potential sanctions against individuals who block the peace accord or
mastermind human rights violations.

Confirms its support to the Linas-Marcoussis/Accra 3 peace accords, but recognizes the limitations of the
implementation and supports, the President of Senegal, Abdoulaye Wade's proposal of installing a technocrat
government in 2005 to run the country and organize elections.

Expresses profound support to the members of RJR and FAL who are currently in great danger for having had
the courage to speak up in favour of a tolerant, democratic and liberal Céte d'lvoire.




Resolution on the inter religious dialogue

® Considering the current situation of the world marked by the increase of intolerance and fundamentalism, A
and considering the major role of religion in this increase. 8
® Considering the need for promoting peace, by recognizing the freedom of cult and confession and the need o
for respecting the identities; —_—
® Considering the duty for all men and women today to transmit to young generation a culture of tolerance and S_
respect of differences; 5
® Considering the duty for everybody to transmit to the future generations a sustainable world for final peace S
based on cultural and religious diversity; 0
® Considering the respect of individual and collective liberties as essential for a fairer and more harmonious
world;
IFLRY
® Opposes the spread of hate and intolerance in the name of religion.
® \Welcomes and supports the conference on the dialogue "islamo-chretien" dialogue to be held in Dakar
during the year 2006.
® Calls upon political, religious leaders and the leaders of opinion to promote and maintain a culture of

General Assembly Issue for 2004 ”

tolerance, a good dialogue and cohabitation between human beings and exhorts them to work in
strengthening the sense of fraternity and solidarity between the various religious communities in the name of
dignity and freedom of human being.

Resolution on the African Union

Considering the creation of the African union as a very significant step in the Africa's development process.
Considering that the African Unity process must stress democracy and involve all African people.

Considering the consultation of the African intellectuals and the Diaspora as a beginning of the involvement
of the populations in the process of Africa’s integration.

Considering the conference of the African intellectuals and the Diaspora held in Dakar (Senegal) the last
month of October as a good initiative from the African Union.

Considering the success of this event and its importance in the process of edification of a united, prosperous
and independent continent.

Considering the eminent and significant role that intellectuals have to play in the development of the
continent and its integration.

Considering the African unity as a long process which needs all African people.

Considering the youth participation in the third session of the African union in Addis Ababa as a success
which has shown their high level of awareness of the sort of their continent.

Considering the involvement of African youths as the guarantee of the safeguard of the integration process.

IFLRY recommends to the African States and the African Union:

To associate African youths in the process of Africa's construction and African states construction
To integrate young African in the bodies and organs of the African Union,

To support pan African meetings for youth,

To initiate debates and meetings for young people on the process and its orientation, -

To collect observations, suggestions and concerns from African youths so as to enable them owning the idea
and to promote it and especially to perpetuate it.

Visit our website at http://www.iflry.org 9
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Resolution on No arms trade with People's Republic of China
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without respect of Human Rights

IFLRY notes:
® Remembering the tragic happenings of the Tienanmen square in Beijing on 4th of June 1989 when the pro-
democracy youth and student movement was suppressed with use of military force.
® Underlining the appalling record that the government of the People's Republic of China has with the respect
of the human rights of its citizens, with particular regard to the restriction of the religious freedom of the
people of Tibet.
® Emphasizing the constant military threats that the authorities of People's Republic of China are addressing to
the democratically elected government and the people of Taiwan.
® Underlining that trade and economy can never be treated as higher priority than the life of the human beings.
Demands:
® The European Union to maintain the arms embargo against the People's Republic of China.
® The European Union to point out government of People's Republic of China to respect the human rights of
Taiwanese people.
® All governments in the world to introduce arms embargo towards

People's Republic of China and to be exercise a constant pressure on
the Chinese authorities to improve their human rights record.

Resolution on democratic empowerment of the Palestinian

people
IFLRY notes:

® \Whereas, the death of the Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat has left a void in leadership within the Palestinian
Authority (P.A.).

® Whereas corruption and authoritarian rule was widespread in the Palestinian territories during Arafat's rule
creating an obstacle to peace in the Middle East and prevented the Palestinian people from developing
socially and economically.

® Whereas the inability and unwillingness of Arafat to curb terrorism, such as suicide bombing against civilians,

created an obstacle for the implementation of the road map for peace in the Middle East proposed by the
quartet (the United Nations, United States, Russia and the European Union).

IFLRY resolves:

Be it resolved that the IFLRY General Assembly in Poznan, Poland stress the importance of democracy as a
precondition for lasting international peace and security.

Be it further resolved that the General Assembly stress the importance of showing solidarity with the
Palestinian people in developing a democratic process in electing their new leadership. Free , fair and open
elections in the P.A. in January 2005 can create favorable atmosphere that can foster the resumption of the
peace process. A democratically elected Palestinian leadership can effectively fight corruption, curb terrorism
and respect human rights.

Be it further resolved that the General Assembly calls on all political movements in the Palestinian authority
to respect a democratic process and the outcome of real democratic and free elections.

Be it further resolved that the General Assembly call upon the government of Israel to respect the outcome
of such democratic elections in the Palestinian Authority.

Be it further resolved that the General Assembly call upon the international community as a whole, to respect
the outcome of free and fair elections in the Palestinian authority and assist them in any way possible on the
road towards peace.

LIBEL - Magazine of IFLRY : International Federation of Liberal Youth



General Assembly Issue for 2004’_!
Resolution on the right to know

Considering:

® That consumers buy products manufactured in countries all around the world. These are products such as
clothes, jewellery, electronic devices and computer technology.

@ That many of these products will be manufactured or in part manufactured in countries of the so called "third
world".

® That unacceptable conditions for workers have been documented in several facilities producing goods for
consumers in other countries.

® That buying certain goods sometimes indirectly can support authoritarian regimes, such as the junta in
Burma (Myanmar).

® That it is often difficult for the individual consumer to make ethically based choices due to a lack of
information from the manufacturers.

® That many consumers want better information on how the goods they buy have been manufactures, in order
to make ethically based decisions.
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Believing:
® That free trade and outsourcing of manufacturing has the potential to lift millions of people out of poverty.

® That the individual has a right to protection of all human rights in all sectors of society, including while at
work.

® That consumers should have the right to all relevant information about the goods they consider purchasing.

The general assembly of the international federation of liberal youth (IFLRY) urges:

® Companies to be open on the history of the products they offer consumers, making information on conditions
for workers easily available to consumers.

® Governments to affirm the right to this knowledge by law.

Resolution on Digital Solidarity

® Considering the importance of the information and communication technologies in the current World.

® Considering the digital gap between the countries of the north and those of the south and the disastrous
consequences for the populations of developing countries.

® Considering the difficulties for the population of developing countries particularly young people to have
access to the ICT.

® Considering the right for every human being to have access to education and good training as basic.

® Considering the importance of these tools in the research of the knowledge, in particular on education and
the training.

® Considering that the digital gap constitutes a hindrance in achieving the millennium development goals
above all as far as education, training, good health are concerned.

® Considering the idea of solidarity developed by developing countries to reabsorb the digital gap
® Considering the relevance of creation of a digital solidarity funds in GENEVA (Swiss).

IFLRY:
® Supports wholeheartedly the digital solidarity funds.

@ [ts commitment to sensitise States, local communities, international organizations, NGO , the private
sector in order to make them adhere to this funds.

® Decides to diffuse the present resolution among local, national, regional, and international organisations, so
as to urge them contributing to the funds.

Visit our website at http://www.iflry.org 11
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Membership changes

The number of IFLRY member organisations increased with a number of
new full, candidate and observer member organisations.

New Full member organisations are:

Republican Public Youth Organization

Civil Forum (Belarus)

Liberal Youth Assembly (Bulgaria)

Croatian People's Party Youth (Croatia)

Youth Assembly of the Estonian Centre Party (Estonia)
Liberal Students Club (Romania)

Juventudes Liberales del Siglo XXI (Spain)

New Candidate member organisations are:
e Youth Union of Armenian National Movement (Armenia)
e Movement of Liberal Students and Pupils (Senegal)
e Liberal Youth Association (Turkey)

LIBEL -

The following organisations gained observer membership status:
e Youth of the Democratic Progressive Party (Taiwan)
e Federal structure of Yabloko Youth (Russia)

We would like to welcome each of them
to their new status in IFLRY and look
forward to working with them to promote
Liberal values throughout the world.

Magazine of IFLRY : International Federation of Liberal Youth
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Violence erupts in Ivory Coast

The governmental army of Ivory Coast started aerial attacks on rebel-held territory on 4
November 2004, unilaterally violating the ceasefire declared in January 2003. At the same
time, in the economic capital Abidjan, the pro-government youth militia known as the "Young
Patriots" attacked unarmed UN personnel, opposition media and civilians considered to be
siding with the opposition. IFLRY's contacts in Ivory Coast reported that the government's
youth militia along with heavily armed death squads have begun to break into the homes of
opposition politicians in Abidjan in order to execute them summarily.

The government officially banned all opposition-friendly newspapers, and the youth militia
have stolen equipment, vandalised and burned the premises of two of the main liberal
opposition newspapers. The headquarter of RDR - the mother party of IFLRY's member
organisations in Cote d'lvoire - was been ransacked and set on fire by pro-government militia.
The other main opposition party PDCI, saw its headquarter attacked and vandalised.
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Gbaghbo's ruling socialist party, FPI, has for several years promoted an ideology of violence,
hatred and ethnic discrimination, laying the groundwork for a genocide directed towards Céte
d'lvoire's large immigrant population and towards muslims, northeners and people from ethnic
groups that tend to be opposed to Gbagbo. The civil war that was about to start in November
2004 might well have given the ruling party FPI an opportunity to initiate a genocide through
the multiple militia groups under its control.

Fortunately the war was prevented when governmental aircraft bombed a French base on
rebel-held territory the 6th Novemer. France retaliated by eliminating the offending aircrafts and
most of the governmental air force. The Gbagbo regime's response was to incite anti-french
sentiments through state controlled media and call the militia to take the streets to defend
against alleged French plans of a coup d'état. Four days after the start of the bombardments
Gbagbo speaked to calm down the situation in the streets, while state media continued
broadcasting calls to riot. The anti-French and anti-Western riots continued and resulted in
some cases of rape, physical abuse and great destruction of schools, small businesses and
private homes. Many countries have evacuated their citizens.

The situation has since calmed down, but young liberals in Ivory Coast are still in serious
danger only because they have dared to take a stance for peace, democracy and human
rights. While global media has focused on the evacuated westerners we should keep in mind
that our liberal Ivorian friends are just as much in danger as the western residents, but have no
military to protect or to evacuate them.

Visit our website at http://www.iflry.org 13
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Questions and Answers on the

Pa [] - - -
Cote d'lIvoire Crisis
Questions: Avishkar Govender, SALSA South Africa
Answers: Martin Sjogren, IFLRY

1. What are the rebels fighting for?
1.a. A new socialist Ivorian state?
1.b. A new liberal Ivorian state?
1.c. A new conservative Ivorian state?

Socialist, liberal or conservative ideologies are, | believe, not
very relevant when analysing the Ivory Coast crisis. There is a
violent authoritarian and xenophobic state that discriminates a large part of the population. The
rebels are mostly made up of all those groups that are discriminated against, such as people
from the ethnic group Dioula, Muslims etc. They are basically fighting for the right to be able to
live in Cote d'lvoire o-n the same term as anybody else. Their leader Guillaume Soro has
expressed a vision of a tolerant and democratic society, but | dont think it is possible to label
the rebels as liberal, socialist or conservative. 0-ne must also keep in mind that the rebels
have committed several human rights abuses.
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2. Why are the rebels not abandoning the armed struggle?
2.a. because they are terrorists?
2.b. because they are being persecuted by the state?
2.c. because they are local agents of foreign powers?

Well, b. is quite accurate. As we saw 0-n November 4, the government unilaterally attacked
the rebels violating the cease fire. With this in mind it is not difficult to understand that the
rebels are reluctant about disarming. If the government took control of the northern part of
Ivory Coast, | believe a genocide of immigrants, of muslims and of people accused of siding
with the rebels, could very well take place.

3. When the government broke the cease-fire o-n November 4,
why did not the French and UN forces stop the war right away?

The mandate of the UN and French forces was to guard the cease-fire. The major
intervention needed to stop the government attacks was probably considered to be somewhat
out the political scope of the UN and French mission. The UN did however peacefully stop
several tanks, which were moving from the south up to the front o-n November 5. The situation
changed the next day when government air attacked a French base in Bouaké o-n rebel-held
territory. This caused the French to intervene by destroying the government's air force - an
action which in practice stopped the government's attack o-n the rebels.

Concerning the French intervention, it is important to keep in mind that the French forces are
not under UN command, but do act under UN mandate. The UN Security Council unanimously
backed the French intervention after it had taken place and strengthened the UN mandate.
The African Union has also backed the French intervention and condemned the Ivorian
government's violation of the cease-fire.
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4. Is the liberal Ivorian agenda working to overthrow...

4.a. the socialist state?
4.b. the rebels?
4.c. the socialist state and the rebels?

The liberal RDR party is working to overthrow the Gbagbo regime in peaceful elections. The
RDR is a member of the big G7 block that includes all major opposition parties and the rebels.
RDR is, nonetheless, very clear about distancing itself from the rebel movement, and strongly
objects to the idea of taking power through armed struggle. RDR members that join the
rebellion are excluded from the party quite rapidly.

The Gbagbo regime calls itself socialist, but is in reality authoritarian and uses its power to
accumulate wealth to a small elite.
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5. Which organisations or countries are funding or supporting...
5.a. the rebels?

5.b. the socialist state?

a: They have received substantial support and backing from Burkina Faso. No country admits
sympathies with the rebels openly though.

b: They have bought arms from Ukraine and Belarus and are paying for mercenaries from
these two countries. 0-ne cannot say however that these two countries support Gbagbo. The
friends of Gbagbo are Guinea and Mauritania. All other countries in the region are neutral or
tend to be negative against Gbagbo. The democracies (Senegal, Mali, Ghana) are of course
critical of Gbagbo. The President of Senegal, Abdoulaye Wade, recently said that the French
forces need to be present in Ivory Coast to avoid massacres.

6. If we invite everybody in the Ivorian polity to stay as our guests
at Sun City for 3 months will we be able to sort this out? (its sort
of worked for the Congolese dialogue)

The actors of the Ivorian crisis have met o-n several occasions in Ghana and France. It
usually goes like this: Gbagbo promises tostart creating democracy and reconciliation. He
doesnt. Violence erupts. New talks start. Gbagbho makes new promises. Gbagbo doesnt keep
the promises. New talks start. etc.

Avishkar
Govender
SALSA
South Africa

Martin Sjogren

IFLRY
Vice-President

Visit our website at http://www.iflry.org




’!Standing up for Democracy

Goodbye to the old...

70

E' The General Assembly also saw changes to the IFLRY Bureau. Two of the Vice-Presidents
(W stood down.

E e Daniélle Paulssen resigned before the General Assembly.

g e Linda Lindholm handedover her position at the IFLRY GA itself.

S

ol

() Dear Liberal Friends,

2 | am writing to you to ask you to relieve me from my tasks as member
> of the IFLRY Bureau at the General Assembly of 2004.

= _ As my resources have been limited during the past year, and as |

I & believe in the importance of the work of IFLRY, | find it reasonable to
(@) . give someone else the opportunity to take part in the leadership of

c - - IFLRY. With working full time and trying to combine that work with

:‘__6 ‘ h . \ studies, my time for the work within the framework of the IFLRY Bureau
O | S = has been limited. As | also have gained interest in the local politics in

Finland and have been offered to take active part in the work of my
Vice President party in different ways, | see myself in the situation of choosing where |
(Finland) can do the most and where | can be of most use at this time. The work
inside the IFLRY leadership is highly rewarding but also very intense. |
believe it is in the best interest of both myself and IFLRY that my place is taken by someone
else. | have always admired people who are aware of their resources and of their limits and
who are able to act accordingly, even if it means giving up something they truly like. | would on
my behalf like to act like such a person.

Old IFLRY

I would like to thank all of you for giving me the opportunity to take part in the work of this
important organisation. It has been an honour and a pleasure to meet and to work with young,
devoted and active liberals. | wish you all the best in the future and the best of luck in your
work, whatever framework it is done within, to promote our liberal values throughout the world.
With best regards,

Linda Lindholm
IFLRY Vice President Helsingfors/Helsinki, Finland 26 October 2004

Dear members of IFLRY,

Last November you elected me as one of your Vice Presidents. | have
been very thankful for your trust. Paulssen

In November | stated that | wanted to improve the communication
between the IFLRY bureau and the MO’s and among the MO'’s itself.
Unfortunately | didn’t succeed in this. Because of this and the
impossibility of the combination of the IFLRY work with my personal

ambitions | offer you my resignation. | truly hope that IFLRY will become
more important and stronger with your support.

Warm liberal regards, Old IFLRY
Vice President

Daniélle Paulssen (Netherlands)

IFLRY Vice President Maastricht, 28 October 2004
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...Hello to the new

The General Assembly also elected the two candidates to replace the two Vice-Presidents
which stood down.

e Daniélle Paulssen resigned before the General Assembly.
e Linda Lindholm handedover her position at the IFLRY GA itself.

My name is Brigitte Legault and I'm from Canada . I'm sure you what to learn more about me, so here are my

taught and goals to accomplish with the IFLRY.

Human rights issues are becoming increasingly important. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights was draft-

ed more than 55 years ago and today, virtually every country around the globe has signed it.

Yet, everyday, millions of people live below the standards it strives to instil, simply because their governments do

not acknowledge the charter. It is our fundamental duty to ensure the charter's high standards are upheld, and

that every human being throughout the world enjoys those rights.

It is the objective of the International Federation of Liberal Youth to reach this goal by representing the interests of

young liberal groups on an international level. | am thrilled to have been given the opportunity on IFLRY's bureau

and to contribute towards this great challenge, by working, amongst others, on these three important objectives:

1. Improve co-operation between member organizations, especially by leveraging

the power of new communication tools to organize forums and online discussions
gitte Legault N :

between member organizations so they can help each other on a more regular basis.

2. Promote democracy, liberalism and human rights worldwide. Again, using new
technologies and our global networks - which span every continent - we must reach all
liberals and interested individuals. As an umbrella organization, we must stimulate and
coordinate new political action across the world.

3. Expand IFLRY in America. Following the result of the last election in the United
States, | believe it is essential to reinforce our presence in the United States to support
the Young Democrats. My country, Canada, is also heavily involved in Haiti's recon-
struction, and | will work hard to ensure the nation's blossoming democratic institutions
are able to become members of the organisation. Similar goals will be sought in many
other Central and South American countries, where fragile new democracies must be

New IFLRY nurtured and protected so that they may thrive.

Vice President

(Canada) My extensive experience as a political organizer and background as the President of
the Young Liberals of Canada for the province of Quebec will ensure | reach these
goals. It's a long road that I' m ready to fallow with you !
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Karol is currently pursuing his M.Sc. in Law at Arhus School of Business and M.Sc. in
Finances at Warsaw School of Economics. Upon graduating in May 2005, he intends to contin-
ue with Ph.D. researching on financial crises management

He completed one year Socrates-Erasmus Scholarship at Arhus School of Business and than
one year of Royal Danish Fellowship in Amsterdam University. Karol was also a visiting fellow
at Rotterdam Business School, University of Ljubljana, University of Pretoria, University of
Moscow and University of Pristina.

Karol has been working for the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affaires and
served over a year at the Polish Embassy in Pretoria. He also taught

Polish Literature and History at Polish High School in South Africa. Most
recently he acted as chief of electoral campaign for EU Parliament and
assistant of Professor Bronislaw Geremek, Member of the Bureau of the
Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe.

Is his spare time Karol enjoys a good mid-morning nap than reading a
good book while sitting in his favourite chair, sipping Gin & Tonic with a
good Davis & Coltrane sounds in the background. Maybe therefore his
motto is "I'm not lazy... I'm efficient.”

In addition to his geographical area of responsibility, Karol is committed to
facilitate the smooth information flow between IFLRY and its MOs. He will New IFLRY
continue to help organize and support Board of Editors for LIBEL and to Vice President
challenge the communication networks through systematizing e-News. (Poland)

Visit our website at http://www.iflry.org
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Subscribing and Contributing

Standing up for Democracy

«{(ﬁf’ﬁ Contributing to LIBEL

i > LIBEL is YOUR magazine. The articles are written
A ;‘% by volunteers from the Member Organisations on
\s ﬁw‘%‘f f‘;i the subjects that they choose. If you would like to
\ o s write an article please contact the Board of Editors.
W .4 This year the Board of Editors are interested
\ ey particularly in articles which cover the topics:

ﬁa

Human Rights Peace and Conflict Resolution
- Violations of Human Rights - Peace and Conflict Resolution
- Human Rights Education/Activities Education/Strategies
- Promotion of Human Rights - IFLRY's Peace and Conflict Resolution
- Human, Social and Economic Rights in Conference, Spring 2004
Globalised World - Conflict on the Local/Regional/International
- Exposes on Specific Human Rights Issues Level

Farming - world trade - globalisation The effects of terrorism on our freedoms.

- Democracy - Liberal perspective on terrorism
- Political articles about different countries and - Training the Politicians of Tomorrow
topics - New technologies and democratic participation

- Development of liberal ideas around the world;

All articles submitted will be considered, but we cannot guarantee inclusion in the magazine. If
you have an idea and would like to discuss it more, or have comments on any part of LIBEL

please e-mail boe@iflry.org or contact us through the main IFLRY office.

IFLRY LIBEL Subscription

To stay informed about international politics, liberal organisations, IFLRY activities and many
other issues, you can get your own personal LIBEL subscription. There are currently four
copies a year.

1 year subscription = 16 Euros Just use the form below and send
2 years subscription = 30 Euros your payment to the office using the
3 years subscription = 40 Euros address above.

Additional copies of back issues can also be requested from the IFLRY Office.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

| hereby subscribe to: Name:
(J 1 year subscription = 16 Euros Address:
(J 2 years subscription = 30 Euros City:
(J 3years subscription = 40 Euros y:

Form of payment: Region:
0 Cheque Post Code:
O Visa Country:

e-mail:

Signature and date:

Credit Card No:

Start Date: / / End Date: / / Issue Number:

(Where provided)

Please note that the magazine is posted from Brussels. Make sure that your address is written clearly so

O Mastercard
i that we can mail it properly. Any information you provide will only be used by IFLRY internally.
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About IFLRY

IFLRY stands for “International Federation of
Liberal Youth”, it is the international umbrella
organisation for liberal and radical youth
organisations all over the world. It provides a
platform for co-operation and a voice to
bodies such as Liberal International and the
United Nations.

Our members come from all over the world
with parties as diverse as those in
government to others where they are
currently collectives working to further
democracy under oppressive regimes.

Our Member Organisations include Members
of National Parliaments, Councillors, but also
normal people who have a belief in human
rights, ecological sustainability and other
related issues.

IFLRY's policies and manifestoes are
democratically decided by our Member
Organisations. They are based on the belief
in the universality and indivisibility of human
rights. As liberals and radicals we strive for a
free and tolerant society without any form of
discrimination, with equal opportunities,
respect for the individual and for minorities.
We believe that these goals can only be
reached through a democratic system of
governance.

As liberals and radicals we are in favour of a
market economy operating within the limits of
a fair distribution of wealth and ecological
sustainability. To reach the goal of equal
opportunities distribution of wealth has to
take place within the states as well as
between them.

You can find out more, including copies of current policies, manifestoes and press statements
online at our website, or contact the office for more detalils.
Remember- IFLRY only exists because of volunteers and political active people like YOU!

IFLRY Calendar

This calendar shows the events which happened in the last few months- and those planned for

the next few.

22 - 29 February “New Technologies and Democratic
Participation — vision or reality”
European Youth Centre (EYC)

Budapest (Hungary)

25 April - 02 May ['Human, Social and Economical Rights
in a Globalised World"

Vilnius (Lithuania)

13 - 16 May "Uniting Youth"
Kiev (Ukraine)
13 -17 June "Advocating Human Rights: Position of
Young People in Society"
Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia)
18 - 20 June Executive Committee
Singapore
18 - 28 July Summer school
"Conflict Management in Areas with
Ethno-National Tensions"
Costinesti (Romania)
9 - 11 August Summer camp
"Small nations in
globalised world"
Barcelona (Spain)
16 - 19 "Mediterranean Youth Action"
September Larnaca (Cyprus)

20 - 25 November|'Gender Equality and Empowerment of
Women"

Poznan (Poland)

26 - 28 November]|26th IFLRY Extraordinary General
Assembly

Poznan (Poland)

Future Statutory
events

The next IFLRY Executive Committee is
currently being planned for the first half of
June 2005.

(Dates and location (Argentina) to be confirmed.)

The next IFLRY General Assembly will be
held in November 2005 in Macedonia.

If you are interested in attending any of the
events please get in contact either with the
Member Organisation listed, or with IFLRY.
More details will be sent out through our
e-newsletter.

Please check the website for the most up to
date information:

http://www.iflry.org

Visit our website at http://www.iflry.org
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Photographs from IFLY"in Poland:

“26th General Assembly of IFLRY”
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